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TO  THE 

TIVERTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  lay  "before  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  district  for  the  year  ending  31st  December  1958s- 

STATISTICS  &  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  AREA 


Areas 

Populations 
Rateable  Values 

Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rates 
Social  Conditions s 


114,139  acres 
20,480  (Estimated) 

£171,341  at  1st  April  1958 
£692.  6s.  lid. 


Agriculture  being  the  chief 
occupation  of  the  inhabitants, 
conditions  are,  on  the  whole, 
good. 


Slaughtering  Industriess  The  principal  slaughterhouses  in 

the  district  ares- 

Lloyd  Maunder  Ltd.,  Will and. 

West  of  England  Meat  Co.,  Cullompton. 

In  addition  there  are  9  other 
small  private  slaughterhouses 
licensed. 


Other  Main  Industriess 

Wiggins,  Teape  &  Co.,  Paper  Manufacturers,  Bradninch. 
Reed  &  Smith  Ltd.,  Paper  Manufacturers,  Silverton. 

"  Cullompton. 

Culm  Leather  Dressing  Co.,  Cullompton. 

Fox  Bros.,  Weavers,  Cullompton. 

"  .  Uffculme. 

Dreven  &  Brown,  Glove  Manufacturers,  Cullompton. 

The  Tanneries,  Cullompton. 

John  Heathcoat  &  Co.,  Net  Mending,  Cullompton. 

Wilts  United  Dairies,  Milk  Factory,  Hemyock. 
Dulverton  Sawmills,  Morebath. 

Bramber  Engineering  Works,  Willand. 

Duchess  of  Devonshire  Dairy  Co.,  Willand. 
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EXTRACT  EROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OP  THE  YEAR 


Total 

M 

F 

Live  (Legitimate 

304 

150 

154 

(Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 

Births  (illegitimate 

7 

4 

3 

(the  population  -  15 • 3 

Still  (Legitimate 

6 

2 

4 

(Rate  per  1,000  total 

Births  (illegitimate 

-r 

- 

- 

(births  -  10.9 

Corrected  Birth  Rate 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

...  16.6  per  1,000 

Deaths  • « •  • « • 

231 

111 

120 

(Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000 
(of  the  estimated  resident 

(population  -  11.2 

Corrected  Death  Rate 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•••  • • •  •  •  •  10 • 1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under 

1  one  year 

of  age 

•  •  0 

M.  -  5|  P.  -  6. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  30  per  1,000 

Deaths  from  diseases  & 

accidents 

( from 

sepsis 

•  •  e  •••  0  •  •  I'll 

of  pregnancy  and  child- 

■birth 

(from 

other 

causes .  Nil 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•••  •••  •••  Nil 

”  "  Whooping  Cough  (all 

ages) 

•  •  • 

000  000  000  Nil 

”  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  .  Nil 


EXCESSIVE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR 

Deaths  from  Cancer  during  1958  were  60.  This  compares  with  previous 


years  as  follows ?-  1949  -  40 5 

1950  -  43? 

1951  -  32? 

1952  -  35 

1953  -  39?  1954  -  40 5  1955  - 

44?  1956  - 

40?  1957  - 

39. 

Males 

Females 

Stomach 

4 

4 

Bronchus  and  Lung 

9 

2 

Breast 

— 

7 

Uterus 

— 

1 

Others 

20 

13 

33 

27 

Total  of  60 

GASTRIC  CANCER 


We  were  fortunate  in  gaining  the  interest  of  Percy  Stocks,  Esq.,  C.M.G., 
M.D. ,  P.R.C.P.,  in  the  problem  of  Gastric  Cancer  at  Cullompton. 

He,  together  with  Mr.  Davies,  a  soil  analyst  from  the  University  of 
North  Wales,  visited  Cullompton  in  November  and  arranged  for  98  soil 
samples  from  Cullompton  and  also  from  Ottery  St.  Mary,  where  the  Gastric 
Cancer  figure  is  low.  We  are  awaiting  the  results  of  his  investigations 
with  great  interest  and  some  impatience. 
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I  publish  below  a  chart  showing  the  incidence  in  gastric  cancer  in 
the  various  parishes  during  the  past  11  years. 


TOTALS 


Popu¬ 

lation 

Parish 

1948  1949  1950  1951 

1952  1953  1954 

1955  1956  1957 

1958 

1948- 

1958 

1614 

Bampt  on 

1 

1 

2 

211 

Bi ckleigh 

1 

1 

1767 

Bradninch 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

6 

699 

Buries combe 

1 

1 

1 

3 

96 

Butterleigh 

1 

1 

143 

Cadbury 

— 

165 

Cadeleigh 

165 

Clayhanger 

— 

461 

Clayhidon 

1 

1 

432 

C.  Mor chard 

1 

1 

2 

3377 

Cullompton 

4 

4 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

5  4 

4 

2 

31 

716 

Culmstock 

1 

1 

1281 

Halbert  on 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1065 

Hemyock 

1 

1 

179 

Hockworthy 

— 

489 

H.  Rogus 

1 

1 

1 

3 

149 

Hunt  sham 

1 

1 

670 

Kentisbeare 

1 

1 

1 

3 

145 

Loxbeare 

1 

1 

364 

Morebath 

2 

2 

359 

Oakford 

— 

669 

S.  Peverell 

1 

2 

2 

5 

1274 

Si Ivor ton 

2 

1 

2 

1  1 

1 

— 

8 

260 

Stoodleigh 

— 

135 

Templet  on 

1 

1 

701 

Thor vert on 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

1688 

Uffculme 

1 

1 

1  1 

1 

5 

302 

Uplowman 

- 

323 

Washfield 

— 

808 

Willand 

1 

1 

2 

TOTALS 

6 

6 

8 

4 

6 

10 

12 

10  8 

9 

10 

89 

L1560 

Tiverton 

1 

3 

4 

2 

2 

7 

3 

3  1 

2 

4 

32 

Borough 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


1.  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME  -  HOME  HELP  SERVICE.  Cases  are  dealt  with  by  direct 

application  from  the  District  Nurses  or  Health  Visitors  to  the 
County  Office. 

2.  NUMBER  OF  MIDWIVES.  The  District  Nurses,  of  whom  there  are  16,  act  in 

this  capacity. 

3.  LABORATORY  FACILITIES.  Clinical  material  is  examined  at  the  County 

Laboratories  as  previously  and  also  at  the  Pathological  Department 
of  the  Royal  Devon  &  Exeter  Hospital. 

4.  LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE.  There  has  been  no  major  change  during  the  year 

with  regard  to  Legislation  in  force  throughout  the  area. 

5.  POST  HILL  HOSPITAL.  This  Hospital  now  has  30  medical  and  convalescent 

beds.  The  former  Diphtheria  block  is  out  of  use  owing  to  lack  of 
available  funds  and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  staff.  Cases  are 
admitted  from  the  Tiverton  &  District  Hospital  and  from  Exeter. 

Cases  are  also  sent  in  direct  by  General  Practitioners. 
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6.  GENERAL  SURGICAL  AND  MEDICAL  CASES.  These  are  admitted  to  Tiverton 

and  District  Hospital  or  the  Royal  Devon  and  Exeter  Hospital. 
The  Devon  and  Exeter  Hospital  has  a  considerable  waiting  list 
and  consequently  accommodation  cannot  be  considered  adequate. 
Exeter  City  Hospital  -  formerly  entirely  for  aged  sick  -  is 
now  taking  a  proportion  of  surgioal  and  medical  cases  from 
this  district.  7/e  have,  so  far,  been  fortunate  in  escaping 
any  serious  outbreak  of  cross  infection  in  those  hospitals . 

7.  MATERNITY  CASES.  The  majority  are  admitted  to  the  Tiverton  and 

District  Hospital,  admission  being  controlled  by  the  County 
Medical  Officer. 

8.  AGED  SICK.  Since  the  appointment  of  a  Geriatrician  centred  on 

Exeter,  there  has  been  a  definite  improvement  in  dealing  with 
the  aged  sick.  Admissions  to  hospital  have  been  greatly 
facilitated.  There  is  still  however  difficulty  with  border¬ 
line  cases.  I  believe  this  is  attributable  to  the  fact  that 
the  County  7/el  fare  Department  are  short  of  suitable  hostel 
accommodation. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year  1958 
giving  age  incidence. 
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TUBERCULOSIS,  New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1958. 


Age 

Periods 

NEW 

CAS 

E  S 

D  E 

A  T  H  S 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M. 

P. 

i 

M. 

P. 

M. 

P. 

M. 

F. 

0-3 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

— 

3  -  5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5-io 

— 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10  -  15 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

15  -  25 

— 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25  -  30 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

30  -  35 

1 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

35  -  45 

- 

— 

- 

— 

1 

— 

- 

— 

45  -  55 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

55  &  over 

Age 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unknown 

TOTAL? 

2 

i 

- 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

— 

- 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OP  TUBERCULOSIS)  REGULATIONS,  1925- 
No  action  was  taken  during  the  year. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  1925,  Section  62.  No  action  was  taking  during 
the  year. 


•SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OP  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

Since  1st  April,  1958,  the  North  Devon  Water  Board  has  taken  over 
the  responsibilities  of  supplying  this  Rural  District  with  water. 
Certain  improvements  have  been  carried  out,  including  the  augmentation 
of  the  Regional  Supply  with  water  from  Chur  distant  on.  The  Board  have 
also  extended  their  mains  at  Bickleigh. 

During  1958  regular  samples  have  been  taken  from  all  the  schemes 
operated  by  the  North  Devon  Water  Board.  Those  taken  from  the 
Regional  Scheme  have  been  satisfactory  and  the  majority  of  others 
taken  from  the  smaller  schemes  have  been  satisfactory,  with  the 
exception  of  Bampton  where  intermittent  pollution  does  occur. 
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WATER  SAMPLING  (PRIVATE  SUPPLIES  AND  WELLS) 

Details  of  samples  taken  by  the  department  during  1958  are  given 
below? - 


Parish 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Total  Taken 

BAMFTON 

xl 

1 

CADBURY 

1 

mm 

1 

CADELEIGH 

— 

1 

1 

CLAYHIDON 

2 

— 

2 

CRUWYS  MGR  CHARD  ... 

1 

— 

1 

CULLOMPTON 

2 

1 

3 

HEMYOCK 

— 

1 

1 

HUNTS HAM 

1 

— 

1 

STOODLEIGH 

4 

7 

11 

TH0RVERT0N 

2 

— 

2 

UFFCULME 

1 

— 

1 

WASHFIELD 

1 

1 

2 

TOTALS  ? 

15 

12 

27 

NUMBER  OF  TOLLS  CLOSED? 

l 

These  samples  were  taken  from  farms  and  other  dwellings  which  are 
not  yet  severed  by  public  mains. 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


The  new  scheme  at  Willand  is  nearing  completion  and  should  be  finished 
early  in  1959*  Improvements  have  also  been  carried  out  to  the  disposal 
arrangements  at  the  Duchess  of  Devonshire  Dairy  Company's  premises  and  at 
Lloyd  Maunders.  Complaints  have  been  made  regarding  a  smell  nuisance 
arising  from  the  disposal  plant  at  the  Duchess  of  Devonshire  Dairy  Company's 
premises  and,  as  a  result  of  action  taken,  certain  improvements  to  the 
plant  have  been  made  with  the  result  that  the  smell  nuisance  has  been 
considerably  reduced,  although  not  entirely  eliminated. 

During  tho  year  the  Uffculme  Scheme  has  been  approved  by  the  Ministry 
and  work  has  commenced.  Good  progress  was  made  during  the  year  under 
review  and  the  whole  of  the  works  and  sewers  should  be  completed  in  1959* 

It  is  hoped  that  further  schemes  for  the  parishes  of  Culmstock  and 
Cullompton  will  be  approved  and  commenced  during  1959*  A  report  was  made 
to  the  Council  during  the  year  on  the  necessity  of  sewerage  schemes  in 
other  parishes  of  the  area  where  disposal  arrangements  are  rather  primitive. 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  AREA  BY  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS 


Premises  inspected  or  subject  of  inspection  No,  of 

inspections. 

Dairies  (other  than  dairy  farms)  33 

Bakehouses  24 

Shops  and  Food  premises  184 

Knackers'  yards  32 

Rodent  control  105 

Building  Byelaws  and  Town  &  Country  Planning  642 

Petroleum  storage  installations  112 

Caravan  sites  54 

Hides  and  skins  stores  37 

Public  houses  3 

Public  conveniences  6 2 

Private  water  supplies  72 

Drainage  work3  474 

Cattle  markets  2 

Infectious  diseases  32 

Ice  cream  7 
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Premises  inspected  or  subject  of  inspection  (Continued)  No.  of 

inspections 

Refuse  tips  78 

Refuse  complaints  investigated  28 

Slaughterhouses  365 

Sewage  works  181 

Smoke  abatement  - 

Nuisances  and  complaints  investigated  205 

Disinfestations  (infectious  diseases  and  verminous)  29 

Schools  7 

Factories  and  workshops  etc.  36 

Housing  inspections  relating  to  improvement  grants  159 

Housing  inspections  relating  to  Rent  Act  1957,  letting 

of  Council  Houses,  Slum  Clearance  and  Housing  Act  1954  204 


CARAVAN,  MOVEABLE  DWELLING  &  CAMPING  SITES 
Section  269,  Public  Health  Act  1936. 


Total  number  of  sites  licensed  at  the  end  of  1958  •••  14 

Each  site  is  also  approved  under  the  Town  &  Country  Planning  Act  1947* 


FACTORIES  ACTS 


1.  Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces 

(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Number  of 

Premises 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

notices 

Informal 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Factories 

(including  Factory  laundries) 

8 

1 

1 

Nil 

Workshops 

(including  Workshop  laundries) 

12 

2 

2 

Nil 

Workplaces 

(other  than  outworkers*  premises) 

10 

3. 

1 

Nil 

TOTALS 

30 

6 

4 

Nil 

2.  Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces* 


Want  of  cleanliness*  2 


Remedied* 


Sanitary  conveniences* 

(a)  Insufficient*  2 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective*  5 


Remedied* 

Remedied* 


Inadequate  ventilation*  1 


Remedied* 


2 

2 

3 

1 


3.  Outworkers  (Section  110) 

The  number  of  outworkers  employed  on  homework  by  industrial 
firms  during  the  6  months  preceding  August  1958  was  17. 


4.  Means  of  Escape  In  Case  of  Fire  (Section  34) 

Two  certificates  of  adequate  moans  of  escape  in  caso  of  fire 
were  granted  during  the  year. 


7 


5.  Register  of  Factories 

At  the  end  of  1958  there  were  150  Factories,  Workshops  and 
Workplaces  registered. 


BUILDING  BYELAWS  AND  RELEVANT  SECTIONS  OF 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  1936 
and  TOWN  &  COUNTRY  PLANNING  ACT  1947 


Plans  and  applications  in 
respect  of  buildings  and  other 

Deposited 

»  ? 

Approved 

Rejected 

development  and  applications 
under  the  Control  of  Advertise¬ 
ments  Regulations  1948. 

311 

282 

29 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD 

PREMISES 


1.  Food  &  Drugs  Acts  1938  and  1955  (sections  13s  14  and  16) 

(a)  Ice-cream  premises? 

(i)  No.  of  premises  registered  for 
the  manufacture  and/or  sale  of 
ice-cream  during  the  years  2 

(ii)  Total  number  of  premises  so 

registered?  75 

(b)  Bakeries s 

No  new  bakeries  were  registered  dpring 
the  year.  Informal  action  under  the 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955  secured 
improvements  and  a  standard  of  cleanliness. 

*  1 

(c)  Fried  fish  premises? 

No  new  fish  frying  establishments  were 
registered  during  the  year. 

(d)  Egg  packing  stations? 

No  action  has  been  necessary. 

(e)  Butchers’  shops s 

No  action  has  been  necessary. 

Premises  registered  under  the  Food  &  Drugs  Actss 


Bakehouses?  13 
But  cher s '  shops  s  39 
Fried  Fish  Shops?  7 
E&g  packing 

premisess  6 

Numbers  of  food  premisess 

Bakehouses?  13 
Butchers’  shops?  39 
Fried  fish  shops  7 
Cafes  etc.  76 
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2.  Pood  Hygiene  Regulations  1955s 

Implementation  of  the  requirements  of  the  Pood  Hygiene 
Regulations  1955  has  continued  during  the  year.  There  has 
been  no  necessity  for  prosecution  in  any  instance. 


3.  Meat  Inspections 


Cattle 

(except 

cows) 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Humber  killed 

1847 

224 

1249 

49997 

95547 

Number  inspected 

1847 

224 

1249 

49997 

95547 

All  diseases  except  tuber- 

culosis  and  cysticerci 

7/hole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

7 

17 

70 

220 

277 

427 

86 

19 

4545 

14798 

23.49 

45.98 

7.13 

26.68 

22.79 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

1 

2 

33 

7 

5 

— 

- 

5341 

0.43 

3.13 

— 

9.13 

Cysticerci 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  ) 
or  organ  was  condemned  ) 

) 

Carcases  submitted  to  ) 

treatment  by  refrigeration  ) 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

22 

1 

- 

- 

- 

The  total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  during  the  year  wass 

11  tons  -  17  cwts  -  0  qrs  -  19  lbs. 


4.  Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts  1933  -  1954s 

35  licenses  to  slaughter  animals  were  granted  or  renewed 
during  the  year. 
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5.  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations. 

11  dairies  (other  than  dairy  farms)  were  registered  by  the 
Council  at  the  end  of  the  year  under  review. 

During  the  year  41  Dealers*  Licenses  were  granted. 


I  am  indebted  to  the  officers  of  the  Council  for  their  help 
during  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  Servant , 

G.  NICHOLSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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